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that Kitchener never uttered any definite warn-
ing of the danger ahead. We cannot say,
therefore, how far he foresaw the war with
Germany; I have not been able to trace any
statement on the subject except in vague terms.
But the readiness with which he faced the
problems which the Great War created is some
evidence that he had given thought to matters
which lay far outside the North-West Frontier
and the possibilities of unrest in India.
Whatever burden of unuttered anxiety may
have lain upon his mind, he was able to find
relief and enjoyment in artistic pursuits. Simla
offered a wide scope for his tastes. The official
residence of the Commander-in-Chief, " Snow-
don/' required alterations and additions. The
planning of a new ball-room demanded techni-
cal knowledge of architecture as well as taste
for decoration. The garden, though not ex-
tensive, was beautifully situated on the slope
of a pine-clad hill; its improvement under
Kitchener's care exceeded all expectations. He
took a childish delight in exhibiting his trea-
sures and hearing them praised. In discussing
matters of this kind he stood on the same plane
as other people; he was no longer a command-
ing officer or a schoolmaster, -and his stiffness
was replaced by an unexpected ease of man-
ner.
His taste for rare china amounted to a pas-
sion and gave rise to a good deal of amuse-
ment It has been said that every human
being, no matter how scrupulous, has a streak
of unconscious dishonesty with regard to some
particular thing. Kitchener was surely as hon-